[Dual-energy computed tomography: what is it useful for?].
Dual-energy CT is one of the newest and most attractive fields in radiology today. New generation scanners can acquire datasets with different X-ray spectra, which facilitates the characterization of certain chemical elements, making it possible to detect functional alterations in the absence of morphologic or densitometric anomalies. The capability of characterizing these elements is enabling new applications to be developed for clinical practice and changing the way we work. The aim of this article is to explain what dual-energy CT studies are, the techniques available for performing them, the advantages and disadvantages of these studies, and what we might expect from this field in the future.